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Paper heritage: 
overview of recent European research projects 
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2001-2005: 5th EU FP – PAPYLUM

2002-2005: 5th EU FP – INKCOR
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2004-2007: 6th EU FP – PAPERTECH 
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2005-2008: 6th EU FP – SURVENIR
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2003-2006: 5th EU FP – MIP
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New instrument was built, now available on the market: chemiluminometer

Autoxidation of cellulose was researched

Methodology of life prediction and conservation efficiency were introduced

Aqueous methods of deacidification were evaluated



Art technological research of iron gall ink
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Development of a laser cleaning workstation
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Optimisation of a laser cleaning workstation

!(4(*%�%0(2/(�)+#


('%&�.2%(#)#*�+,�3(3%&��'/..%'',/221�(332)%$��+�2+.(2)'%$�'�()# &%4+0(2

Art Innovation
Barbachano & Beny, S.A.

Institut für Papierrestaurierung
Atelier Quillet

Bernadette van Beek / Restauratie 
Susan Corr

Restauratie-atelier De Tiendschuur
The Hai Yen Institute for Conservation 

Art Conservation b.v.
Conservator J.T.F. Peteus

Instituut Collectie Nederland

NCLR b.v.
RijksArchiefDienst



Exploration of various tools for characterisation (Raman, NMR) and conservation (laser cleaning)
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Università di Genova 
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

Mubarak City for Scientific Research and 
Technology Applications

Universidad del Pais Vasco 
Universidade de Lisboa 

Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique

Universite Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah
Yarmouk University 

Supreme Council of Antiquities 
Cairo University



Development of an NIR spectrometer for characterisation and surveying of paper collections
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Dating; post-1850
y = (0.94±0.02)x + (116±36)
R = 0.9682
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Evaluation of mass preservation options: deacidification/cool storage/cold storage
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Four theme groups

1.Fundamental Studies

2.Active Conservation – Chemical Aspects

3.Active Conservation – Physical Aspects

4.Preventive conservation

TNO Building and Constructions (NL)
Nationaal Archief (NL) 

Art Innovation (NL)

Boijmans van Beuningen (NL) 
Riksarkivet (SE) 

Goteborg University (S)
ZFB ZENTRUM FÜR BUCHERHALTUNG GmbH (D)

Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava (SK)  
Slovak National Archives (SK) 

Northumbria University (UK)
National Archives of Estonia (EE) 

EVTEK (FIN) 
Jagiellonian University (PL)

National and University Library, Ljubljana (SI)
Univ. Ljubljana (SI) 

National Library of Norway (NO)
CNR - ISMN (Institute of Nanostructured Materials) (I)

Quillet s.a. (F) 
Univ. La Rochelle (F) 



Three Working Groups

1. Preservation

2. Analysis

3. Guidelines



FW TEACH project
th FW POPART project

SI/NL PAPERVOC project
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Air pollution impact on cultural heritage – new 
tools, assessment and future priorities

Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, Italy
ICIE, Italy
TECNO PENTA, Italy
LABEIN, Spain
ACCIONA, Spain
University of Antwerp, Belgium
NILU, Norway
Belhadj Enterprise, Algeria
Centre for Sustainable Heritage, UK
Cologne Cathedral, Germany
Cracow National Museum, Poland
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Strategy for the preservation of plastics 
artefacts in museums collections

CRCC & C2RMF, France
Victoria and Albert Museum, London
National Museum Denmark
Istituto di Fisica Applicata "Nello Carrara“, Italy
Instituut Collectie Nederland, The Netherlands
Slovak Academy of Sciences, Slovakia

-Nucleart, The Netherlands
SolMateS BV, France
Morana RTD, Slovenia
Centre for Sustainable Heritage, UK
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Partners:
The British Library, London, UK
Centre for Sustainable Heritage, London, UK
Morana RTD, Ivancna Gorica, Slovenia
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The Role of Volatile Compounds in Paper 
Degradation

Partners:
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
National and University Library, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Nationaal Archief, The Hague, The Netherlands



Collections demography: UK/US

Heritage Smells!: UK

Effect of indoor pollution on archival collections: UK/NL



Heritage Science

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ 
sustainableheritage/mres.html

m.strlic@ucl.ac.uk


